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PACKER, P. C., Anderson, H. W., and Brueckner, L. J. Swvey of p2cblic school building 
requirements in Cleveland Heights, Ohio. Cleveland, Ohio: Board of Education, 
1920. 39 pp. 

School building surveys have pointed out very clearly that the school plants of 
many of our American cities are developed without any definite plan or program. Such 
surveys have indicated that boards of education have very infrequently thought of a 
development of their school plants over a period of years. In many instances, school 
buildings have been erected with present needs only in mind. School building sites 
have been purchased only as the need for the immediate location of a building arose, 
and mere judgment rather than scientific analysis of the entire problem has been only 
too frequently the basis for extensions to the construction program. 

In many cities parents have brought pressure to bear for the erection of buildings 
within their districts, regardless of the future maintenance problem and irrespective of 
future developments. As long as school building costs were relatively low, such hap- 
hazard selection of school building sites and the construction of buildings of varying 
sizes were not clearly censured by the taxpayers. With the addition of various kinds 
of special room facilities to school buildings, the establishment of higher standards of 
construction, the rapid increase in the cost of construction as well as  the increase in 
cost of maintenance, the public has, in an increasing degree, been demanding of boards 
of education the development of scientifically prepared programs for the school building 
plant. 

A second impetus has been given such scientific analyses due to the participation 
of large private organizations in the development of similar programs for their own 
physical plants. Telephone companies, chain-store corporations, municipal water 
companies, and the l i e ,  have all found it  necessary to make extensive investigations 
into population growth and population trends before expending large sums in the 
extension of their plants. 

This report on the public school requirements of Cleveland Heights is one of the 
relatively few scientific analyses that have been made by the smaller cities in the  United 
States in order to show what the school building problem will be over a period of years. 

The authors have based their program upon population studies made for the exten- 
sion of subways and other service systems. They have set up standards for sites, the 
distances to be travelled by children in the various types of schools and have suggested 
the building program for immediate adoption,'as well as the possible program which 
the board must bear in mind over a period of the next twenty years. 

The report shows the building needs for elementary schools, and for junior and 
senior high schools. I t  must be clear to the taxpayer who reads this report that all 
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partiality in the selection of sites has been eliminated and that equality of service for 
all sections of the community has been the underlying motive. 

The Cleveland Heights study should be duplicated for all cities in the United 
States. The insistence by school superintendents on the development of such a pro- 
gram for their cities will free them from much political annoyance. The adoption 
of a bui!ding program assures freedom from strenuous building campaigns every time 
that a new school building is needed, and also assures the selection of sites which will 
enable school principals to develop a program of play in conjunction with the other 
school work. The unbusiness-like method of selecting school sites only as the need 
occurs has resulted in reducing our playground areas to a most unfortunate minimum 
in most of our cities. I t  also has resulted in excessive prices for sites because of in- 
creased property values. 

As more frequent studies are made in this field, the technic of the work will be 
gradually advanced. The authors, in this instance, have made little contribution to 
the technic which has previously been developed, but on the other hand, have shown 
a very clear appreciation of their problem and have utilized the best elements that are 
to be found in previous school building studies. 

N. L. ENGELHARDT 

BETELLE, JAMES 0. A checking schedule ~ C W  projected school buildings. Milwaukee: 
Bruce Publishing Company, 1919. 32 pp. 

The author has drawn the subject-matter for this pamphlet from a wide experience 
in the planning and construction of school buildings. IIe, like other architects, has 
been aware of the confusion and complexity of the problem which confronts the 
architect in his contacts with the educational authorities of school systems. Most 
architects have learned that school boards and school superintendents have not clearly 
outlined their school building problem before the architect is called into consultation. 
As a result, architects are required to formulate floor plans of school buildings with 
only a partial knowledge of what the school authorities desire or consider essential. 
Thus, architects are frequently required to make floor plans over and over again in 
order to include those rooms or accommodations, the need for which appears only 
through the review of floor plans. Mr. Betelle has endeavored to eliminate unneces- 
sary duplication of floor plans by presenting a checking list which will enable school 
boards and school superintendents to determine a t  the very outset what types of 
facilities they desire to have included within the school building which is being 
planned. 

An architect who utilizes part I of this pamphlet in his first contacts with the board 
of education and the superintendent of schools will succeed in establishing better 
relationships with the school authorities than would otherwise result. He will also 
save himself and his clients money, time, and unnecessary worry. 

Part n consists of a checking list for the specifications which accompany the final 
working drawings made by an architect. Mr. Betelle has included here a list of definite 
items on which a superintendent of schools may check the specificationsof the architect. 
The author has recognized that because of the bulk of data included within specifica- 
tions, neither the responsible member of the school board nor the superintendent finds 
i t  possible to study the specifications with care. 
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The items of this checking list appear to be those of greatest importance and 
include many elements which may affect the educational program. This pamphlet 
will serve a very definite need. If used by superintendents of schools, i t  will enable 
them to secure better school buildings than they otherwise would get. In  most of our 
communities, school buildings are only built a t  intervals of two, three or more years. 
The superintendent who is confronted with a school building problem needs 
the assistance of other devices which will enable him to secure for his community a 
school building which best meets its needs. Mr. Betelle has made a contribution in 
this field which is a splendid beginning. An extension of his idea to the point where 
specifications and working drawings may be completely checked by the superintendents 
of schools now becomes most desirable. 

N. L. ENGELHARDT 

ALEXANDER, CARTER. School slalistics and fiblicity. (Beverley Educational Series.) 
New York: Silver, Burdett and Company, 1919. 332 pp. 

The purpose of this book is to help "the superintendent of schools, active or in 
training, to arouse his public and to secure adequate support for his school." The 
help is to be given by presenting the simpler effective working tools of the research 
student in education, and of the educational publicist. 

The contents of the book may be grouped conveniently under four main heads: 
(1) the need for better school statistics; (2) the collection of school data; (3) educa- 
tional statistics; and (4) the effective presentation of school data to the public. 

Dr. Alexander's style is popular and pleasing. The book is one that will appeal 
especially to the busy superintendent who must be tempted by sweets as well as meats 
in the reading that he does. The technical phases of educational statistics that are 
presented are reduced to the simplest terms and are made quite clear by illustrations 
drawn from the superintendent's problems. For superintendents in training the book 
would serve well as a basic text in an introductory course. 

The outstanding contribution of the book is the discussion of the problem of effec- 
tive presentation of school data to the public. Not only are the chapters dealing with 
this problem of interest and of value to the superintendent in training but they will 
appeal very strongly to the experienced superintendent whether he has had training 
in educational statistics or not. This part of the book consists of an excellent collection 
of graphs, pictures, illustrative phrases, etc., that have been used by the leading educa- 
tional publicists in this country in surveys, books, and magazine articles. The hundred 
pages heating this problem form an excellent reference book on graphic presentation 
of school statistics. For these pages alone every superintendent should own a copy of 
the book. 

The book is not well proportioned. The presentation of school statistics to the 
public is the core of the book and its excuse for appearance. Only one hundred out of 
three hundred thirty-two pages are devoted to this treatment. Too much of the book 
is given over to the problems of whir we need better school statistics and how to collect 
data--one hundred pages in all. One hundred pages are given to an elementary treat- 
ment of educational statistics. This part of the book would have been more usable as a 
text if the author had given many more problems for the student to work out. 

The reviewer used the book as a text during the past s-er and found th'at the 
students enjoyed and readily grasped the discussions. The preceding criticisms are an 
outgrowth of this experience. With supplementation and expansion of the chapters 

D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

by
 [

U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 o

f 
Su

ss
ex

 L
ib

ra
ry

] 
at

 0
9:

13
 0

8 
Ju

ne
 2

01
6 


